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True Riches 


By Ida A. Guirey 
HOULD I help others in their need, 
Thereby becoming poor, 
My poverty were wealth indeed, 
Eternal and secure. 


To comfort others in their grief 
As God comforteth me— 

That were to know the sweet relief 
Of souls from self set free. 


Could I for others have the love 
Wherewith Christ hath loved me— 

That would I prize all else above— 
Like Christ my Lord to be. 


become stronger, and there is danger of 
harsh words even among Christians un- 
less they are consciously looking to the 
Lord moment by moment for grace. 
Sometimes it is well to remember Job’s 
ironic remark, “No doubt but ye are the 
people, and: wisdom shall die with you” 
(Job 12:2)—for certainly wisdom will 
not die with us. A man can sometimes 
test the importance of what he wants to 
say by asking himself how he will feel 
about it the next morning and whether 
he would say it if he could see Christ 
in the room (for He is there where 
Christians are gathered). One trouble 
is that Christian workers go into com- 
mittee meetings without realizing that 
they are entering one of the battlefields 
of life, where Satan can easily defeat 
them “if they are off guard, and where 
irreparable harm is sometimes done by 
a few hot, sharp words. There espe- 
cially “the devil, as a roaring lion, walk- 
eth about, -seeking whom he may de- 
vour” (1 Pet. 5:8). But there also we 


may stand by faith on those wonderful ~ 


words, “My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness” (2 Cor. 12:9). Some feel that com- 


’ 


mittee meetings should be an oppor- 
tunity for Christian fellowship with 
time for small talk and the social ameni- 
ties; but unless all feel this way, it is 
hardly fair to take up the time of eight 
or ten for the pleasure of one or two, 
Let those who really want to meet so- 
cially together remain after the meeting 
is adjourned. It would be well to have 
such verses as these on the walls of a 
committee room: “In the multitude of 
words there wanteth not sin: but he that 
refraineth his lips is wise” (Prov. 10: 
19). “Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
let every man be swift to hear, slow to 
speak, slow to wrath: for the wrath of 
man worketh not the righteousness of 
God” (Jas. 1:19, 20). “Likewise, ye 
younger, submit yourselves unto the 
elder. Yea, al] of you be subject one to 
another, and be clothed with humility: 
for God resisteth the proud, and giveth 
grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5). “If 
any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of 
God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be 
given him” (Jas. 1:5). “Let your modera-. 
tion be known to all men. The Lord 
is at hand” (Phil, 4:5). 


Israel, Present and Future 


By the late Ernest Gordon 


R. AGNES WALDSTEIN has been 


Controlling Committee Meetings D speaking in French cities on “Is- 


Both members and chairman have a 
duty to keep board meetings within 
bounds. Like a fisherman who has 
hooked a big trout with a fly rod, the 
chairman needs a picely balanced com- 
bination of firmness and yieldingness. 
He must give members time to express 
themselves, and yet bring them back 
when they get off the subject. He can 
help by analyzing and stating clearly 
the various aspects of a knotty question: 
Clear-thinking members may do this 
when they present their problems, but 
not all do, and then the chairman should 
sum up the matter. It is possible by a 
little forethought and self-discipline to 
condense our remarks, state the facts 
and our opinion clearly,.and avoid the 
temptation to elaborate unnecessarily. 
As people grow older their, convictions 


rael, the Great Sign of the Time.” 
The general line of thought is familiar, 
but it is illuminated by many observa- 
tions made during her long residence 
in Israel. Each lecture is based on a 
great predictive passage in the Old Tes- 
tament such as those in Jeremiah 31 and 
Ezekiel 37. The basic fact is the return 
to Israel after two thousand years of 
predicted exile. This is, indeed, a fact 
unique in history. Other nations have 
overthrown their bad governments by 





Comfort for Dark Days 








“Lord, thou wilt ordain peace 
for us: for thou also hast wrought 
all our works in us” (Isa. 26:12). 

















revolution, but that a people should con- 
stitute itself in an area assigned to it by 
definite Biblical promises—that is with- 
out parallel. 


A hundred years ago a Scottish pastor 
visited the Holy Land and on his return 
reported that this land was so desolate, 
its hills so arid, its plains so marshy, 
that the Biblical prophecies attributed to 
it could only be interpreted as spiritual 
symbols. Never again could this desert 
really blossom as the rose. 

It is further noteworthy that while 
nations in general admit to their borders 
only persons in good health and able to 
work, Israel in conformity with verse 
8 of Jeremiah 31 has welcomed “the 
blind and the lame, the woman with 
child.” Thus a state in process of up- 
building and with problems for solution 
extraordinarily complex, such as the 
constitution of an administration, the 
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creation of schools and hospitals, the 
restoration of the land, and the creation 
of roads, finds itself in addition burdened 
with suffering and impoverished folk 
coming from all parts of the world. 

Immigration reached its maximum as a 
consequence of the Hitlerian persecu- 
tions and at the time of the constitution 
of the Israeli State in May, 1948. One 
would have thought that chaos would 
follow, that decades would be required 
for men so different—as an American 
with all the luxury of civilization from 
a barbarous Kurd—to get along together. 
There has been not chaos but a develop- 
ment extraordinarily rapid so that even 
Americans themselves confess that the 
rhythm of advance surpasses their own. 
The people of Israel] is on the way to 
become truly a nation. That is the sec- 
ond important fact. 

For these immigrants from sixty 
nations a common language was needed. 
Should it be English, French, or some 
other living tongue? No, but the lan- 
guage sealed and asleep in the Word of 
God, the Hebrew language. It is in this 
long dead language that the people of 
Israel today express themselves and un- 
derstand each other. Here the world is 
witness to a third unique fact in the his- 
tory of humanity. A dead tongue has 
become in a few years a living one. Chil- 
dren learn it in kindergarten and they 
close their years of study, thinking, and 
speaking. in Hebrew. Adults study it in 
evening classes. Courses are organized 
with all the resources of the young 
nation, in national and local institutions, 
by women’s associations, and by political 
parties. Now it was necessary that this 
language should have words for modern 
things. It is remarkable that the greater 
part of these words have been taken 
from the Old Testament, as the word for 
electricity. For this they have chosen 
the one in the first of Ezekiel that de- 
scribes the lightnings under the chariot 
of God’s glory. It is the word chaehmal. 

As to the spiritual situation in Israel, 
things are chaotic. To the literalism and 
traditionalism of the rabbis is opposed 
an atheism which is an expression of 
modern civilization. This conflict is es- 


pecially injurious to young people. They - 


need to learn of the end to which Israel 
is reserved when it will be a blessing 
to all nations. Fortunately, Communism 
no longer makes any appeal to their con- 
sciences, 

However, it is remarkable that the lay 
and tolerant state should have re-estab- 
lished all the Biblical festivals mentioned 
in Leviticus 23—the weekly Sabbath, the 
Feast of Passover, of Weeks or Pente- 
cost, of Tabernacles, and so on. “I was 
witness to the first. traditional proces- 
sion at the Feast of Tabernacles in 1950. 
It recalled Jeremiah 31:12: pilgrims in 
special trains poured out of the railway 
station, each in the costume of the 
nation whence he came, some with their 
long tassels and caps of fur; Afghans 
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with golden capes; Yemenites with long 
curls parted on their foreheads; hand 
in hand, they danced up the high slopes 
of Mount Zion.” 

Dr. Waldstein then proceeds to con- 
sider the immediate future of Israel. 
We must realize that God has, according 
to His promises, planned in person to 
save His people. There will be a total 
conversion of the Jewish people to take 
the place of occasional conversions in 
this era of grace. What God has in 
view for His people He wishes to ac- 
complish Himself, at a time and moment 
chosen by Himself. This time has not 
yet come; it may be soon; we may have 
to wait a little for it. “Meanwhile our 
mission [as Messianic Jews] is to wit- 
ness here [in Jerusalem] by our pres- 
ence to our faith in Jesus Messiah.” Dr. 
Waldstein questions the value of some 
methods used in missions, such as throw- 
ing tracts from passing autos. They 
have the flavor of modern electoral 
propaganda. Better is a mission of love 
such as that of the Swedish Society of 
Friends of Israel which, in the famine 
at the end of the war of liberation, sent 
tons of needed foodstuffs, butter, mar- 
garine, and other food supplies to be 
distributed by the authorities to one and 
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all, the aged and children being given 
priority. 

It is by such methods that trustful con- 
tacts can be established between Israel 
and Christianity and that the distrust 
and fear of Jews toward Christians can 
Pass away. 

According to the promises and proph- 
ecies, on a day known to the Eternal 
God, He will take His people in hand 
and make of them an instrument of bless- 
ing to all nations during the millennial 
Kingdom. This Kingdom will be one of 
peace and justice,. altogether different 
from that existing now. The Jewish- 
Christian community in Jerusalem con- 
ceives of itself as called to witness to 
this coming redemption. It is a mission 
of prayer, a mission of waiting, and this 
demands far more energy and gifts. Our 
community has the mission of lighting 
and keeping alive the light of Messiah 
in Jerusalem. This light will not go 
out until the coming of the King of 
kings in His glory. 

“We thank you for all your prayers, 
and on our side we pray for you and 
ask you to make known to us your needs 
for healing, for aid, for deliverance. And 
will you make known the answers also 
that we may give thanks with you?” 

‘ 


Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 


How One Christian Met 
Jehovah's Witnesses 


The Lord has been teaching me how 
important it is to look to Him through 
the Holy Spirit for wisdom ard to 
lean not on my own understanding. 
And so I was wondering if, in these 
days when Jehovah’s Witnesses are so 
active and persistent, my recent ex- 
perience might not be helpful to 
others. \ 

Two Jehovah’s Witnesses stood at 
our door and asked admission. I said, 
“No, because I know your religion is 
false.” They persisted and finally said 
if I were so sure perhaps I could he 
them. So I explained I had tried that 
with others of their sect, but I was 
just heckled. The leader said they 
would be glad to come in and not in- 
terrupt me. Well, I love to tell folks 
of my Lord and Saviour so I let them 
in. Then I felt panicky, for I’ve never 
studied their doctrine closely. So I 
audibly prayed for the Lord to show 
me where to read. Then I asked them 
if they believed the Lord Jesus Christ 
was God’s Son. The leader said, “Yes, 
Jesus is a son of God.” Immediately 
the Holy Spirit brought 2 John 7, 10 
to my mind. We all turned to it in the 
Bible. And I read it slowly and dis- 
tinctly: “For many deceivers are en- 
tered into the world, who confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. 
This is a deceiver and . . . If there 
come. any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither big him God speed.” 
I was stopped right there. In an awed 
voice, the leader said: “Oh, you have 


sinned! Do you wish us to leave?” 
And I said, “Yes; Father, forgive me.” 
They quietly went out—A Florida 
reader. 


The Florida reader showed courage 
and wisdom in dealing frankly and 
openly with the Jehovah’s Witnesses rep- 
resentatives strictly on the basis of the 
Word of God. The leader’s answer to 
her question was consistent with their 
interpretation of the deity of Christ. The 
verses read by the Christian woman are 
appropriate to such a situation. They 
apply particularly to those who are 
teaching false doctrine, as the repre- 
sentatives of Jehovah’s Witnesses are do- 
ing. But sometimes there are those who 
may have been following these errors 
ignorantly, and become confused by 
them, and who are sincerely seeking for 
light and help. It is not wrong to re- 
ceive such into our homes for the pur- 
pose of helping them. 

In the incident described by the Flor- 
ida reader, one wonders whether the 
leader was sincere or sarcastic when he 
(or she) said, “Oh, you have sinned!” 
Usually the missionaries of Jehovah's 


- Witnesses are not so docile as these two 


were, or so ready to leave. It is gen- 
erally useless to argue with those who 
are zealously propagating their false 
doctrines. 

Dr. J. B. Rowell of Vancouver, B. C., 
dealt with the teachings of Jehovah's 
Witnesses rather fully in four articles in 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times last year 
(Aug. 6, 13, 20; Nov. 26). 
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I. Why We Send Our Children to a Christian Day School 


A father of four gives his strong reasons 





want to see our children grow up 

to live fruitful, obedient lives to 
the glory of God. 
‘Some of us are convinced that God 
would have our children educated in 
a Christian day school as a means to this 
end. Others who love their children just 
as much, and desire just ‘as sincerely 
that they may please the Lord in de- 
cisions which involve their children’s 
discipline and training, are equally con- 
vinced that their children should not 
attend Christian day school, but should 
be educated in the public school. 

In these articles we shall give the rea- 
sons which have convinced us that, as 
far as our own children are concerned, 
education in a Christian day school is 
the will, of God. 

Of our four children, the two oldest 
are enrolled in the Delaware County 
Christian School, located at Newtown 
Square, Pa. Now in its sixth year, our 
schdol was established and continues as 
a parent-operated school. This year 260 
children are enrolled in the grades from 
kindergarten to tenth. Our first year 
there were 55 children and the school 
went only to fifth grade. The children 
come from 35 different churches within 
a 10-mile radius. The teaching staff con- 
sists of 11 full-time teachers, a principal, 
and several part-time teachers for spe- 
cialized fields. 

Apart from its size (it is probably 
larger than most others) our school is 
rather typical of scores of interdenomi- 
national Christian day schools which 
have been established in various parts 
of the United States during the past 
ten years. 

The following reasons are not the only 
ones, but for us they have been the most 
compelling ones in this decision as to 
our children’s education. 


THe NaTuRE OF Our RESPONSIBILITY 
AS CHRISTIAN PARENTS 


The, Bible teaches that parents are 
completely responsible for their chil- 
dren. Not society nor the state, but par- 
ents are answerable to God for their 
own children. 

In contemporary American life, we are 
inclined to regard education as a func- 
tion of the state. More will be said 
later about this viewpoint, but for the 
present let us simply note that educa- 
tion is not excluded from the areas of 
a child’s life for which Christian par- 
ents are responsible to God. 

We could hardly conceive of God- 
honoring Israelite parents turning their 
children over to Canaanites for six hours 
of education each day. It would be 
equally difficult to imagine a decision 


A S CHRISTIAN parents, we all 


Mr. Bayly is editor of His, the mag- 
azine of the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship, and literature secretary 
of this well-known organization 
which is helping students in colleges 
and universities. For four years he 
served as chairman of the Education 
Committee and member of the board 
of Trustees of the Christian Day 
School which two of his four chil- * 
dren attend. He and his wife, Mary 
Lou, have dedicated their children to 
the Lord since before birth and are 
bringing them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. This article 
(which will be concluded next week) 
gives their joint conclusions, based 
on the Scriptures, reading in the 
field of education, observation and 
experience, and much prayerful con- 
sideration. 





on the part of Mary and Joseph that 
the six-year-old boy Jesus should be 
sent to a secular Roman school, if it had 
been possible for them within or out- 
side the home to make provision for his 
education by those who believed the 
Old Testament and had faith in God. 

It seems so -clear to most of us that 
Christian parents on the foreign mission 
field should make Christian educational 
provision for their children, rather than 
turning their education over to those 
who follow other religions. Yet we seem 
to have a blind spot (we ourselves had 
it until six years ago) as far as the edu- 
cation of our own children here in 
America is concerned. 

Whether in Biblical times or in the 
twentieth century, whetHtr in India or 
Africa or America, we believe that God 
places squarely upon Christian parents 
the responsibility for their children’s 
total education. 


THe Nature OF Our CHILDREN 


As Christian parents we believe that 
our children are divinely created and 
inseparable combinations of body, mind, 
and spirit. When we bundle a child 
into his coat and rubbers and send him 
off to school in the morning, we are 
sending a total person who will be in- 
fluenced by a teacher {n these three 
areas of his life before he returns home 
in the afternoon. 

It is impossible for us to prevent our 
children from being affected spiritually 
by exposure to that classroom experi- 
ence during the hours:they are away 
from home. Will our children be dis- 
ciplined at school on the basis of the 
Bible and prayer, as is the case at home? 
Or will discipline be on some other 
basis? What motives will the teacher 


By JOSEPH T. BAYLY 


appeal to in our children? In.a Chris- 
tian school we know that there will be 
one motive: “Do all to the glory of 
God.” 

Some of our friends object to the “hot- 
house” environment of a Christian day 
school. Our answer is that there may 
be a perfectly valid place for a hot- 
house, both for plants and for children. 
Surely nourishment and training in a 
hothouse will make for a stronger plant 
when it is later transplanted and is 
forced to stand up to the elements. We 
have become increasingly convinced that 
Christian education is most necessary 
during the first years of a child’s school- 
ing, when patterns of thought, of obe- 
dience, and of many other elements in 
a child’s make-up are being established. 
In our opinion, a Christian Weltanschau- 
ung (“life and world view”) will be 
most easily developed in kindergarten 
and the early grades rather than as a 
freshman in college when habits of 
thought and attitudes toward truth have 
largely been crystallized. 

Of course our children are not com- 
pletely sheltered from the world, nor 
would we wish them to be. They have 
friends in the neighborhood with whom 
they play after school and on Saturdays, 
as well as Boy Scouts, and other activi- 
ties with non-Christians. We would 
fear any education which did not result 
in a desire to witness to their friends. 


THe NATURE OF Our DEMOCRACY 


Somehow the concept of a Christian 
day school seems unpatriotic to many 
Christians. “The-public school was good 
enough for me and it’s good enough for 
my children” seems to be a rather gen- 
eral attitude. 


We are all thankful for the emphasis 
upon educating every ohild, which has 
characterized the United States from its 
earliest years. Yet those very origins 
of public education were to insure a 
literate citizenry, rather than to place 
responsibility for the education of chil- 
dren in the state instead of in parents. 

For instance, the Pennsylvania State 
educational law speaks of the relation- 
ship of teachers in public schools as 
standing in loco parentis (“in place of a 
parent”) with relation to children. This 
means that public school teachers de- 
rive their authority from those parents 
who choose to have the public school 
educate their children rather than from 
a state which could conceivably be con- 
sidered responsible for the education of 
its children. This is of course the great 
distinction between our system of pub- 
lic education ~-here in the United States 
and that of many countries behind vari- 


. 
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ous types of curtains in other parts of 
the world. 

As a result of this basic concept of our 
democracy, parents are completely free 
either to take advantage of the state’s pro- 
vision for public education or to make 
other provision for the education of their 
own children, This other provision may 
be a Jewish school, a Roman Catholic 
school, a Christian school, or a private 
school which has no religious viewpoint 
at all. In choosing to send their chil- 
dren to a Christian school, parents are 
not attacking our democratic system of 
public education, but are acting in ac- 
cordance with the basic concepts of that 
system. 

We could further show that, until the 
early part of the twentieth century, pub- 
lic education in the United States was 
much more akin to the present Chris- 
tian schoo! type of education than to 
contemporary patterns of public school 
education, Reference to the “McGuffey’s 
Readers” is one means of substantiating 
this claim. Richard D. Mosier, in “Mak- 
ing the American Mind,” comments: 
“The ‘McGuffey Readers’ have exercised 
a persuasive influence over the mind, the 
morals, and the manners of the Amer- 
ican people” (Columbia University 
Press, 1947). During the last half of the 
nineteenth century over 107 million 
copies of these readers were sold, and 
only the secularization of twentieth cen- 
tury public education halted their use 
in public schools. It may be argued 
that the “McGuffey Readers” were drop- 
ped because of changed pedagogical 
principles, but Christian moral teachings 
could still have been included in the 
new readers. The fact is that they were 
not. Prior to the twentieth century, 
public school reading was taught from 
Biblical, Christian material; during the 
twentieth century the public schools 
have progressiyely eliminated God and 
Christian principles from reading mate- 
rial and from other parts of the curricu- 
lum, 

Therefore, from one point of view, the 
contemporary Christian school move- 
ment may be considered an attempt to 
regain those factors in American edu- 
cation which were lost in the secularized 
twentieth century. 

Of course the Supreme Court decision 
of 1948 seemed to represent a point of 
no return as far as the public schools 
are concerned. A strict interpretation 
of this decision rules out religious in- 
fluences, let alone distinctively Chris- 
tian ones, from state-supported schools. 
Where this is not yet the result in actual 
practice, it is only because atheism and 
other forms of unbelief are not yet 
strong enough. When the pressure 
comes, as it has in community after com- 
munity, there is only one possible re- 
sult: to exclude religion from the pub- 
lic school. r 
Two misunderstandings should be 
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cleared up at this point. We who have 
established Christian day schools have 
not intended thereby to attack the pub- 
lic schools. Nor do we necessarily dis- 
agree with the Supreme Court decision 
referred to above. Perhaps neutralism 
is the only possible solution in today’s 
state-supported education. Nor are we 
attacking the education given by the 
public schools. This education may be 
the very finest, as is the case in the area 
where our own school is established. 
But we do believe that the very best 
public schools are nonetheless man-cen- 
tered rather than Christ-centered. It is 
not dissatisfaction with the public school, 
but the desire to give our children a 
Christ-centered education which has led 
us to place them in a Christian day 
school. 

The second misunderstanding involves 
our attitude toward Christian teachers. 
Christians who have been prepared for 
teaching are confronted with two pos- 


UKE 15:12.—Give me the portion that 

falleth to me... . and the younger 
son gathered all together. He took 
everything that could legally be con- 
sidered as his share, in spite of the fact 
that the living was “thy living,” the 
father’s (v. 30). In other words, his self- 
ishness was swinish and he ultimately 
found himself among hogs. He had 
“joined himself to a citizen of that coun- 
try” (Luke 15:15). “Joined himself” 
(ekollethe) is literally “had glued him- 
self.” The implication is that the citi- 
zen did not want the dissipated boy on 
his property and took him in merely be- 
cause of his importunity. 

Luke 15:13—Wasted his substance 
with riotous libing.” Dieskorpisen, “dis- 
sipated,” his ousian, his very “being’— 
health, personal strength, capacities, op- 
portunities, allotted years. One thinks 
of those rehearsals of hell, the skid-rows 
of Chicago, Los Angeles, and other 
American cities of Repeal days. The 
prefix, dia, indicates the intensity of his 
dissipation. He did a thorough job. 
Second Corinthians 9:9 uses the same 
root word, skorpizo, in connection with 
the free-handed giving away and scat- 
tering abroad of every good work. God 
hath, as recklessly as the Prodigal, dis- 
persed His wealth abroad, hath given 
to the poor and, as a consequence, His 
righteousness abides through the ages. 

Luke 15:14—There arose a mighty 
famine in that land. Rather, there set- 
tled down a mighty famine on that land, 
egeneto ... kata. An oppressive note! 

Luke 15:20.—When he was yet a great 
way Off, his father . . . had compassion, 
It is the era of grace and forgiveness. 
Luke 16:13, 14—Ye cannot serve God 





Sibilities of using their training for the 
glory of God. One of these possibilities 
is to take a position in a public school, 
or in a secular private school, with the 
intention of presenting the Lord Jesus 
Christ through one’s life, personal con- 
tacts: (both with colleagues and with 
children) and, within the framework of 
possibility, through classroom tedching. 
The second possible area of service is 
a Christian day school such as ours, 
where the Christian teacher will have a 
primary ministry of building up Chris- 
tian children rather than evangelism 
during the hours of school. We praise 
God for every Christian teacher who is 
faithfully standing for the Lord Jesus 
Christ and presenting His plan of sal- 
vation in a public school. We recognize 
that such a teacher’s calling is just as 
definitely from the Lord as is the call- 
ing of the one who teaches in a Chris- 
tian day school. 


(To be continued) 


‘Ill. Notes on the Gospel of Luke 


By the late ERNEST GORDON 


and mammon. And the Pharisees also, 
who were covetous, . . . derided him. 
Such a joke—that one could not serve 
God and mammon, the impossibility of 
using and enjoying two worlds, of mak- 
ing the best of both. 


The word “mammon” is used in 1 
Samuel 8:3: “His sons... turned aside 
after lucre [or mammon] and took 
bribes”; also in Isaiah 33:15, “He that 
despiseth the gain [mammon] of oppres- 
sions, that shaketh his hands from hold- 
ing of bribes.” “Mammon” is graft, and 
the Pharisees_were notorious graftgrs in 
Christ’s time. They believed in the 
power of money to attain their ends, 
covenanted with Judas for thirty pieces 
of silver, gave large money to the sol- 
diers to cover up the fact of the Resur- 
rection. 


Luke 16:19, 20.—Rich man ... Laza- 
rus. The rich man is clothed in purple 
and fine linen. The high priestly ephod 
of Aaron was made of fine linen (Exod. 
28:6). Purple was the symbol of roy- 
alty, and Israel was a nation of kings 
and priests, 

The beggar Lazarus represented the 
Gentile world as the rich man repre- 
sented Israel. Luke 16:21 recalls the 
Gentile woman’s retort to the Lord in 
Matthew 15:27, “Truth, Lord: yet the 
dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 
their masters’ table.” The words “from 
the crumbs which fall from . . . table,” 


apo ton psichion ton piptonton apo tes 
trapezes, in Matthew 15:27, the story of 
the Syrophoenician woman, are pre- 
cisely those of Luke 16:21, in the Par- 
able of Dives and Lazarus. 

So, also, in Mark 7:27, “Let the chil- 
dren first be filled,” the same Greek 
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root, chortazo, is used for “filled” as is 
used for “fed” in Luke 16:21, “desiring to 
be fed.” In both accounts, the dogs, or 
little dogs, are identified with the Gen- 
tile picture. To the Jewish mind, dogs 
are outsiders. “Give not that which is 
holy unto the dogs” (Matt. 7:6); “Be- 
ware of dogs” (Phil. 3:2); “Without are 
dogs” (Rev. 22:15). The parallel is so 
close that one wonders whether our 
Lord, when he spoke the, Parable of 
Dives and Lazarus, did not have in mem- 
ory the saying of the Syrophoenician 
Gentile woman. 

But why Lazarus, Greek for Eliezar? 
Eliezar was the son and successor of 
Aaron. Did he here typify the coming 
Church, which succeeded the high priest 
nation Israel, as priest of God? Further, 
the name means, “God helps,” an en- 
couraging name for the Gentile world 
in the extreme spiritual misery of 
Christ’s time. 

As with the story of the two sons in 
Luke 15, the preceding chapter, we have 
here a contrast between Israel, with its 
spiritual privileges, and the Gentile 
world, full of ulcerous sores. The dogs 
that licked Lazarus’ sores suggest Gen- 
tile philosophers, —- and the rest, 
who did what they could to relieve the 
moral despair of the time, but who had 
no healing power. 


Luke 16:20.—Laid at the gate might 
imply tender treatment, but the Greek 
word, ebebleto, suggests “cast down at 
the gate,” as if the carriers were glad 
to get rid of him. “Lazarus. God help 
him! We can’t!” He desired to be fed 
with the crumbs of revelation, as Gen- 
tile proselytes outside the covenant 
privileges of Israel so often did. 


Then follow the respective fates of Is- 
rael and the Gentiles in the next (the 
present) dispensation. Lazarus, the Gen- 
tile, was now in Abraham's bosom. “They 
which be of faith are blessed with faith- 
ful Abraham,” said the Apostle Paul in 
Galatians 3:9; and, in verse 14, “That 
the blessing of Abraham might come on 
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ.” As 
an. intimate of Luke, Paul knew very 
well this phrase, “in Abraham’s bosom,” 
with which Luke characterized the state 
of Gentile Christians and probably re- 
ferred to it in these Galatian passages. 
As to the rich man’s torment, well, Is- 
rael has had that in abundance through 
the centuries, down to Auschwitz (Os- 
wiecim), Buchenwald, and Dachau. 

Through two thousand years there has 
been a deep chasmq (“chasm” or “gulf’’) 
(v. 26) between Israel and the Chris- 
tian world. Abraham said, “Between us 
[i.e., between himself and Lazarus, Gen- 
tile Christianity, on the one hand] and 
you [plural] there is a great gulf fixed” 
(v. 26). The plural refers to the Jew- 
ish people, apart from those who follow 
Christ. 

Luke 16:23——Being in torments, and 
seeth Abraham [the father of Israel] 
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afar off. He cried in vain for mercy. 
It was the time of judgment! 


Luke 16:30.—Nay, father Abraham: but 
if one went unto them from the dead 
they will repent. One did go unto them 
from the dead, and by the name of Laz- 
arus. “Father Abraham, send Lazarus.” 
Lazarus was sent. It may well be that, 
when the, Apostle John wrote, “But the 
chief priests consulted that they. might 
put Lazarus also to death” (John 12:10), 
he had in mind the solemn words our 
Lord put in the mouth of Father Abra- 
ham: “If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, 
though one rose from the dead” (Luke 
16:31). This other Lazarus unconsciously 
vindicated the prophetic testimony of 
Father Abraham against the leaders of 
Israel. 

Note that the rich man was endued 
(literally so, Greek, endidusko) with 
purple and fine linen (Luke 16:19). So 
has it been with the priests of Catholic 
Christianity through this age, endued 
with cloth. But the Lord’s last word to 
his disciples was to be endued, or 
clothed, with power from on high (Acts 
1:8). Between ritualist legalism and 
Pentecostal power a deep gulf also is 
fixed. 

It is interesting to note that the Greek 
roots for the words for “rich man” 
(plousios), and for “beggar” (ptochos), 


are used again together in 2 Corinthians « 


8:9, “For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich 
[plousios], yet for your sakes he be- 
came poor [eptocheuse], that ye 
through his poverty [ptocheia] might be 
rich [ploutesete].”" He came down to 
the level of the sick beggar at the gate, 
in other words, to the Gentile world of 
His time. 

The parable of Lazarus and Dives, 


thus explained, witnesses to Christ’s* 


deity. No human mind could have 
looked down the centuries, even to 1956, 
and foretold Israel’s fate and the Gen- 
tiles’ calling. 

Luke 17:21._-For, behold, the kingdom 
[basileia] of Gdd is within [among] you. 
The Kingdom is synonymous with the 
King. Thus the words are used inter- 
changeably in the account of the en- 
trance of the King into Jerusalem, 
“Blessed be the king [basileus] that 
cometh in the name of the Lord” (Luke 
19:38), and, “Blessed be the kingdom 
[basileia] of our father David, that 
cometh in the name of the Lord” (Mark 
11:10). 

Those who pretend to believe in a 
coming Kingdom of God without a vis- 
ible King reduce the concept Kingdom 
to gradual social improvement. But his- 
tory “shows. no certain improvement 
through the centuries, and the db ge of 
death is perennial Our Lo said, 
“When ye see these things come to pass, 
know ye that the kingdom of God is 
nigh at hand” (Luke 21:31). What 
things—mechanical improvements, medi- 
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cal discoveries? No! “Perplexity,” “dis- 
tress,” “fear” (Luke 21:25, 26). “The 
kingdom of God cometh not with ob- 
servation” (Luke 17:20)—not with care- 
ful watched-for progress (Walter Bauer’s 
Woerterbuch, “Beobachtung”). Neither 
shall they say, here is a little portion of 
the Kingdom and there a little portion. 
It will come suddenly and totally, as did 


. catastrophe in the days of Noah and Lot. 


Luke 17:18.—There are not found that 
returned to give glory to God, save this 
stranger.—This seems to be a direct 

(Continued on page 498) 








The Attractive Hawaiian Tour 


ANY have’ waited for this Christian 

Fellowship Tour to Hawaii. Read- 
ers of THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes and 
their friends are invited to join this 
pleasant and inspiring trip in the “trade 
wind season,” a favored time of the year 
among the Polynesians, and a time of 
year when prices are lower. Well 
planned sight-seeing days are included 
in the eleven days to be spent on the 
Islands; one day on Kauai, another on 
Hawaii, and the remainder of days on 
the main island of Oahu where delight- 
ful accommodations at the magnificent 
Moana and Royal Hawaiian Hotels will 
make this a really wonderful vacation. 

The tour will start from Chicago Sep- 
tember 26 and travel on the new, vista 
dome North Coast Limited of the Bur- 
lington and Northern Pacific Railroads to 
Seattle, and will return from Los An- 
geles on the Santa Fe’s “Chief” to Chi- 
cago on October 18. Time will be spent 
in both of these Far Western cities, with 
sight-seeing arranged in each, and hotel 
accommodations at the Olympic Hotel 
and Biltmore Hotel respectively. 

Scenic beauties will be enjoyed dur- 
ing the rail journeys that will long be 
remembered. 

A variety of travel will be experienced 
to and from the Islands. A big DC-6B 
plane will take the party from Seattle 
to Honolulu, and the magnificent S.S. 
Lurline, of the Matson Navigation Com- 
pany, will return the party to Los An- 
geles. This ocean voyage on the famous 
flagship of the Matson line will be re- 
garded by many as the climax of the 
entire tour. Travelers will be sur- 
rounded with luxury aboard ship. The 
social rooms and dining rooms are all 
air-conditioned, as are all the state- 
rooms. It is all one class and conse- 
quently no part of the passengers’ quar- 
ters is closed to any of the passengers. 
New friends will have been made, as 
is always true of these enjoyable Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tours; and, homeward 
bound, travelers will realize that bonds 
have grown deep and lasting because 
these new friendships were made during 
the unforgettable vacation. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger Executive Vice- 


(Continued on page 498) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





upon Gideon, and he blew a 
trumpet” (Judges 6:34). . 

The use of wind instruments goes far 
back in German life and has a religious 
connotation. Princes, as God’s repre- 
sentatives, had their trumpeteers. Trum- 
peteers possessed their own guilds and 
their jealously guarded music. The great 
composer Bach sprang from a family 
of trumpeteers which meant much, for 
a course of six years’ training was pre- 
scribed. 

When the Reformation came the trum- 
_ peteers were incorporated into it. Every 
three hours, chorales were played from 
city towers. As traffic noise was then 
unknown, the Word was heard far and 
wide and constituted warning and in- 
struction at both festivals and funerals. 
The trumpeteers had to receive instruc- 
tion in catechism and were forbidden to 
play at dances and on other worldly 
occasions. 

“The Enlightenment” of the eighteenth 
century, with its godlessness, had no use 
for such customs, and they died down, 
but with Zinzendorf and the Moravians 
there came a revival of them together 
with religious revival. Present bands 
are related to the great religious revivals 
in Ravensburg, Siegerland, Wiirttem- 
berg, and Pomerania during the nine- 
teenth century. Young men formed 
them with prayer and Bible study. They 
were marked features of mission festi- 
vals, the joy of the Lord being notable 
at such gatherings. At the cantata fes- 
tivals at Herford, a thousand wind in- 
struments would gather in united praise 
to God. There was also a vital minis- 
try to sick and old, early morning in- 
vitation to church, the accompaniment 
in the march to cemeteries with resur- 
rection hymns, music at revival and 
other services. These trumpeteers are 
bound together in Christian brother- 
hood, 

A striking illustration of this Chris- 
tian metal music is the great band of a 
thousand sick and epileptic at the (Bo- 
delschwingh) Bethel Colony of Mercy. 
in Bielefeld; who play such instrumental 
music, after hours of practice—a feature 
of all gatherings and a wonderful tri- 
umph of Christian courage over the 
worst afflictions of the body. ‘4 


Problems of Jewish evangelism are 
considered by the. Rev. F. G, Kendal, 
himself a Hebrew Christian. Those en- 
gaged in evangelism should give them- 
selves té Scripture if their spiritual 
children are to hunger and thirst for it. 
The apostles, it is said in Acts, gave 
themselves to the Word, not to the work, 


4 ‘Bu the Spirit of the Lord came 





The work followed study and medita- 
tion. | 

So he advocates formation of classes 
for instruction of believers. Small 
groups of women can. be brought to- 
gether for projects which will provide 
opportunity for Bible study. “I have 
started a luncheon club with the thought 
of instilling the truth in the hearts of 
Jewish businessmen. For young He- 
brew Christians my word is, ‘Keep your 
nose in the feed bag.’ Otherwise, with- 
out regular Bible study, you will starve. 

“After attending synagogue with Jew- 
ish businessmen I have challenged them 
with the utter lack of joy: and comfort 
in Judaism. I strongly believe in using 
Gospel hymns in our:services for Jews. 
They strike a note of joy, which is a 
new language to the sons of Abraham. 
They wear down opposition to the Spirit 
and are carried around during the week 
in Jewish hearts. : 

“In the Jewish breast surge passions 
and fears peculiar to our people. They 
have an heritage of centuries of inse- 
curity. One Jew asked, ‘Why do they 
love one Jew and hate all the rest?’ Bap- 
tism is a call to heroism which is de- 
manded from few others. It is the sever- 
ing of the last link that holds a Jew 
to his people. The unbelieving Gentile 
world no more loves Jewish converts as 
Christians, and the Jewish world de- 
spises them as apostates. Even the 
Christian world is often suspicious of 
them.” (Summarized from the Hebrew- 
Christian Quarterly.) 


“ Mission Notes.—Mr. Yphantis of the 
Greek American Missionary Association 
tells of a Gypsy town in Greece where 
a genuine praying work is going on 
among this people, led by “the fiery 
Gypsy evangelist Athanasius.” In Thrace 
is also a large enclave of Turks who did 
not return to Turkey at the time of the 
population exchange in 1922. They are 
being evangelized by N. Katsulos. 

Miss Ridderhof reports eight record- 
ings of the Gospel for a small tribe in 
Tanganyika, the Wakindigas, little men 
never reached with the Word before 
and into whose tongue it probably will 
never be translated, so impossible is it 
to learn. Now they have the essence of 
the Gospel in these “talking tracts.” She 
visited their remote haunts; “the women 
partially clothed in animal skins lis- 
tened delightedly as the records were 
played, understanding all of them.”* 

The Mennonites are founding a Bibli- 
cal Seminary in Montevideo, Uruguay, 
to, train Spanish-speaking young ‘people 
in every form of Christian service in 
Latin America. Youth for Christ Inter- 
national, which seems to be outdistanc- 
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ing Christian Endeavor, is to hold its 
Eighth World Congress on Evangelism 
in Caracas, Venezuela, August 5-12, 1956. 
Fourteen missionary societies in Vene- 
zuela, co-operating with national pas- 
tors, plan a national evangelistic cam- 
paign. 

The Rev. Robert J. Renison was a fine 
figure in the Arctic regions of Canada 
among Cree and Ojibway Indians. Epis- 
copal Archbishop of Moosonee, he was 
also an apostle on snowshoes and a 
translator of hymns into these Indian 
dialects. He is said to have paddled 
down every river flowing into the James 
Bay, southern section of the Hudson Bay. 


The United Nations Korean Relief 
Agency represents thirty-nine govern- 
ments, and one wonders whether, apart 
from the Protestant nations, the United 
States, the British Commonwealth, Hol- 
land, and Scandinavia, much comes to 
it from elsewhere. (So the National 
Council of Churches receives credit for 
relief work which really belongs to con- 
stituent churches. They would carry on 
even if they were not tied up with a 
National Council front.) We are also 
told that “the Korean people them- 
selves have been shouldering the main 
burden of reconstruction.” Here are some 
items: . 

The National Textbook Printing Plant 
near Seoul is producing close to thirty 
million books a year, nearly enough for 
all the elementary students in the Re- 
public. Thirty thousand textbooks for 
nine university libraries have been pro- 
vided for students in. chemistry, physics, 
agriculture, medicine, and forestry. The 
Taegu Medical Hospital and College has 
been given equipment to the extent of 
$1,145,000 and another million has been 
expended on hospitals, children’s homes, 
special services for widows, aged, and 
the handicapped. Widows in 69 work- 
shops have been provided with sewing 
and knitting machines, 500 of each. 
Huge amounts of imported building 
materials have gone into public schools. 
There is no room to describe the meas- 
ures taken to redevelop manufacturing, 
fishing, mining, farming, and other in- 
dustries. They are something new in 
the history of war. 

And religious reconstruction has gone 
along pari passu. A fresh illustration: 
more than 70,000 children are now en- 
rolled in weekday Bible clubs under the 
auspices of the Presbyterian church. 
Unschooled children from the streets 
are taught reading, writing, arithmetic, 
the Bible, and Scripture memorization. 
The clubs are well organized and well 
disciplined. The children, after training, 
are accepted in middle and high schools. 
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LESSON 1. JULY 1. NINE LETTERS OF FAITH AND ENCOURAGEMENT 


Luke 9:28-36; Hebrews 13:9, 18-25; 1 Peter 1:1, 2; 2:19-25, 2 Peter 1:1, 2, 15-18; Jude 3, 17-25, 
printed text, 1 Peter 2:19-25; Jude 3, 17-25 


Golden Text.—Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.—Jude 3 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Pet. 2:19 For this is thankworthy, if a man for con- 
science toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. 

20 For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, 
and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 
with God. 

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow 
his steps: 

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 

23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously: 

24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteous- 
ness: by whose stripes ye were healed. 

25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned 
unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls. 


Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto 
you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write 


unto you, and exhart you that ye should earnestly contend 
for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints, 


17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were 
spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the 
last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 

19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having 
not the Spirit. 

20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most 
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 

21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

22 And of some have compassion, making ‘a difference: 

23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; 
hating even the garment spotted by the flesh. 

24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and 
to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, 

25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


two short epistles of the New Testa- 

ment belonging to the group known 
as the General Epistles—1 Peter and 
Jude. 

Peter is credited with two epistles. 
The apostelic authorship of the first of 
these has not beén strongly disputed, 
but in some circles there has been, and 
still is, grave doubt regarding the 
authorship of the second. In evangeli- 
cal circles, however, we generally hold 
that the Apostle Peter wrote both letters 
which go by his name, despite some dis- 
tinct differences in the literary style, 
which we believe can be largely attrib- 
uted to the differences in the theme. 

The second epistle with which we deal 
in our lesson is the one-chapter Letter 
of Jude. The problems surrounding this 
little Letter are legion. In the earliest 
times it was only slowly that this brief 
document won general acceptance in the 
church. While it is fairly generally ac- 
cepted that someone by the name of 
Jude, or Judas, or Judah (they all mean 
the safhe) wrote this little treasure, 
there is still a big question as to which 
Jude. The writer calls himself the 


Tivo week’s lesson brings us into 


brother of James—but of which James? 
The question is, was he Jude the apostle, 
sometimes called Lebbaeus, and (accord- 
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ing to the Authorized Version) the 
brother of James the apostle, or was he 
Jude the brother of the James who pre- 
sided at the Council of Jerusalem, de- 
scribed in the fifteenth chapter of Acts? 
In this latter case, he would be the 
brother of our Lord after the flesh. This 
seems to be the more likely. If he had 
been the apostle, it is more than prob- 
able that he would have indicated so 
in his Letter. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Pet. 2:19.—“For this is thankworthy 
. . . for conscience toward God... 
suffering wrongfully.” This should be 
read along with verse 18, although its 
application may be wider. “Acceptable” 
is the word “grace” in the Greek. Suf- 
fering injustices in a spirit of meekness 
is a manifestation of grace. 


Verse 20.—*. . . when ye do well, and 
suffer . . . patiently, this is acceptable 
with God.” There is no special virtue 
in “taking it on the chin” when we have 
brought it on ourselves by our wrong- 
doing, but when we suffer for welldoing 
and show no resentment, that is grace! 


Verse 21—“. . . Christ also suffered 
for us, leaving us an example .. .” The 
suffering of Christ was redemptive, but 
it was also exemplary. If we accept the 
benefits of His suffering, we must also 
accept their challenge. Did you notice 
that suffering is part of our calling? 


Verse 22.—“Who did no sin, neither 


was guile found in his mouth.” Here is 
one aspect of the sinlessness of Christ. For 
other aspects see 1 John 3:5; 2 Corin- 
thians 5:21. 


Verse 23.—“Who . . . reviled not again 
. . . but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously.” The sinless One 
was the greatest of all sufferers, and His 
suffering did not press Him into sin. His 
reaction to suffering was the highest dis- 
play of His sinlessness. Some suggest 
the words, “his cause,” for “himself.” 
Either one is a fill-in to round out the 
sense, and both are true. 

Verse 24.—“Who his own self bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree... 
by whose stripes ye were healed.” The 
Greek indicates onward movement. He 
carried our sins up to the Cross. Notice 
the purpose of this—not simply that we 
might be forgiven, but that, cut off from 
sin by death, we might live righteously. 
The last phrase, being in a context of 
spiritual redemption, should be regarded 
in a spiritual light. 

Verse 25.—“. . . sheep going astray... 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop 
of your souls.” Verses 24 and 25 are 
echoes of Isaiah 53. Christ is our Pastor 
and Bishop, under whose direction pas- 
tors and bishops must labor. 

Jude 3—*“. . the common salvation 
“— earnestly contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the 
saints.” Jude realized that attacks would 
constantly be made on the body of truth 
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on which our salvation rests. Therefore, 
in presenting the basis of salvation, he 
alerts the saints against these attacks. 

Verse 17.—*, .. the words .. . of the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Jude 
was not an apostle in the official sense, 
but. he recognized and acknowledged 
their special authority as instructors of 
the church. 

Verse 18.—“. . . mockers in the last 
time .. .” For apostolic testimony to 
these things see Acts 20:29; 1 Timothy 
4:1; 2 Peter 2:1-3. 

Verse 19.—*“. . . who separate them- 
selves, sensual, having not the Spirit.” 
Look at these three marks of the last- 
time mockers, and have no fellowship 
with any of them. The final mark of 
the apostate is “having not the Spirit.” 

Verse 20.—“. . building up your- 
selves on your most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghost.” Feeding on the 
truth of the Gospel will build us up, 
while criticizing the truth of the Gospel 
will break us down. Pray while you 


build. 
Verse 21—“Keep yourselves in the 
love of God .. . unto eternal life.” Com- 


pare John 15:9, 10. We have eternal life 
now, through the mercy of God, but the 
full realization of the new quality of 
life, expressed by the word “eternal,” 
is part of the consummation. 

Verses 22, 23.—“And of some have 
compassion, making a difference. And 
others save ... out of the fire; hating 
even the garment spotted by the flesh.” 
The Greek text is somewhat uncertain 
here. The general thought seems to 
be that we are to have mercy on all, 
but our mercy will take different ex- 
pressions according to the situation. With 
some we shall use caution, while with 
others there will be a manifest urgency. 
But in all cases we shall be careful not 
to defile ourselves with the sins of those 
with whom we have dealings. 

Verse 24.-—“, . . able to keep you... 
faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy.” In face of the dan- 
gers of the world we look up to Him 
who is able, and forward to the sure 
consummation of our salvation. 

Verse 25.—“. . . God our Saviour . 
“glory and majesty ... now and ever.” 
The A.S.V. adds after Saviour, “through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.” How much doc- 
trine can be packed into a doxology! 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Our two portions deal with two dis- 
tinct subjects—the suffering. of the 


Christian and the faith of the Christian. 


Peter reminds us that the Christian 
may expect suffering. In a world where 
moral law operates (because God is over 
all), sin will bring its harvest of suffer- 
ing, and at the same time, in a world 
which is in rebellion against God and 
His Law, those who are determined to 
live godly lives will suffer at the hands 
of the ungodly. There is no particular 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. June 24.—The Continuing Mission 
of the Church ............ Acts 27 and 28 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. July 8—Jesus Christ Is the Son of 
God. Matthew 3:13-17; Hebrews 
1:1 to 2:8; 6:1-3 








merit in submitting patiently to the re- 
ward of our wrongdoing, but when we 
endure with meekness the injustice of 
evil reward for our righteousness, that 
is a manifestation of the work of grace 
in our hearts, and as such delights the 
heart of God (1 Pet. 2:19, 20). We have 
the supreme example of such undeserved 
suffering, and of the spirit of submis- 
sion and trust in the face of it, in our 
Lord Himself, and that example we are 
exhorted to follow (vs. 21-23). At the 
same time we shall remember that 
Christ’s sufferings have a value far be- 
yond that of example. They are redemp- 
tive in the highest and fullest sense, in- 
volving a work of sin-bearing which 
means emancipation and restoration for 
us (vs, 24, 25). So, while in one view 
we see a relation between our Lord’s 
suffering and ours, in another view we 
regard them as unique and altogether 
apart. 

Jude speaks about our faith. In this 
case he is not speaking of faith as an 
attitude of the heart, but rather that 
body of truth which constitutes the con- 
tent of eur faith. That body of truth 
centers in the Lord Jesus Christ, em- 
bracing His deity, His humanity, His 
redemptive death, His resurrection, His 
present Saviourhood and High Priest- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
— many books of the New Testa- 
ment bear the name of the Apostle 
Peter? 

2. What difficulty exists concerning the 
identity of the writer of the Epistle of 
Jude? 

3. To whom were the two epistles of 
our lesson written? 

4. What social relation constitutes the 
basis of Peter’s exhortation to suffer pa- 
tiently? 

5. What is the meaning of the word 
“acceptable” in 1 Peter 2:19, 20? 

6. In what two aspects are the suffer- 
ings of Christ presented in ,our passage 
in 1 Peter? 

7.dn which of these two aspects are 
the sufferings of Christ unique? 

8. What verses in our Petrine passage 
are an echo of Isaiah 53? 

9. In what sense does Jude use the 
word “faith”? 

10. What does Jude say we should do 
about our faith? . 

(Answers on page 498) 
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hood, and His coming again to judge 
and reign. Jude views our faith as the 
target of opposition by evil men, backed 
by the powers of darkness. Faced by 
an antagonistic world, the church is 
called upon to do three things about this 
body of truth which constitutes its faith. 
First, we are to contend for it, striving 
to retain its purity and wholeness 
against all attempts to corrupt it or to 
diminish it (Jude 3). Then we are to 
turn this*body of truth upon ourselves, 
for our own strengthening and upbuild- 
ing. I remember hearing Dr. W. Graham 
Scroggie say in a Bible conference: 
“There is little value in being sound on 
the atonement if the atonement does not 
make you sound.” This prayerful ap- 
plication of the faith to our own hearts 
will issue in a life that manifests the 
love of God, and in a certainty of hope 
for the future (vs, 17-21). The third 
thing to do with the body of truth is 
to propagate it, in a spirit of mercy, 


with a view to the salvation of others. 


The method of propagation will differ 
with the occasion, but the faith will 
remain constant (vs. 22, 23). Such an 
attitude to the faith will bring all praise 
to Him who is, the beginner and per- 
fecter of our salvation (vs, 24, 25). 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The Sufferings of Christ (1 Pet. 2:19- 
25) 
(1) Exemplary (vs. 19-23) _ 
(2) Redemptive (vs. 24, 25) 
2. Your Most Holy Faith (Jude 3, 17-25) 
(1) A militant faith (v. 3) 
(2) A building faith (vs. 17-23) 
(3) A praising faith (vs. 24, 25) 


e 


Topics for Development 

The Example of Christ. There are two 
wrong views of the example of Christ. 
One error is to regard it as the way of 
salvation. This is a popular error, often 
run across by those who seek to win 
others to Christ, “I am trying to follow 
the example of Christ, and surely that 
is all that can be expected!” The fact is, 
the example of Christ constitutes the 
sinner’s greatest condemnation. Our 
sinful nature makes following His steps 
an impossibility, and indeed the peer- 
less life of Christ simply finds out our 
utter failure. Dr. G. Campbell Morgan 
affirmed that the Ten Commandments 
left him unmoved. He believed he could 
say with the rich young ruler, “All these 
have I kept.” But when he came face 
to face with the flawless life of Christ, 
the fact of his own sin broke in upon 
him and broke his heart. 

The other error is to disregard the ex- 
ample of Christ, relegating it to the 
category of “false doctrines,” as some do. 
The New Testament consistently holds 
up the example of Christ as the pattern 
for the believer. We are to be followers 
of Christ (Matt. 16:24). We are to “walk, 
even as he walked” (1 John 2:6). But 
the sphere of life in which the example 
of Christ is most strongly pressed upon 
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us is the sphere of suffering. That is 
one of the supreme tests of the reality 
of our faith. How do we react to suffer- 
ing, especially suffering that involves in- 
justice? Read again 1 Peter 2:21-23. 
But we are not left to copy Christ in 
our own strength. That would be as 
impossible for the Christian as for the 
non-Christian. “Christ in you, the hope 
of glory” (Col. 1:27). “Not I, but Christ 
. in me” (Gal, 2:20). 


Practical Applications 

Conduct that pleases God will not 
always please men. Let us not spoil 
our God-pleasing conduct by whining 
about how men treat us for it, but please 
God still more by taking men’s reproof 
patiently. 

Avoid a martyr complex, going about 
with a morbid self-pity for all the 
wrongs done to you. Remember Christ, 
and rejoice. 

Keep in mind the twofold nature of 
the sufferings of Christ—redemptive and 
exemplary. 

Contend, but avoid™ contention, and 
above all don’t be contentious. This may 
be a fine balance, but as you “keep 
yourselves in the love of God” (Jude 
21) it will be possible. 

Faith of our fathers! we will love 

Both friend and, foe in all our strife; 

And preach thee, too, as love knows how, 

By kindly words and virtuous life; 
Faith of our fathers! holy faith! 
We will be true to thee till death! 
—F. Faber. 


Golden Text 

Jude 3—“. . . earnestly contend for 
the faith which was once delivered unto 
the saints.” The “faith” is not.a variant 
quantity, like the findings of science and 
the conclusions of philosophy. It is 
“once for all delivered” (A.S.V.). There- 
fore be not “carried about with every 
wind of doctrine” (Eph. 4:14). 

ELMHuRST, ILL, 

a 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“Faith of Our Fathers!” 
“There Is a Green Hill Far Away” 
“Moment by Moment” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ful Father, who didst lead holy men of 
old to write the truths of Thy Word, we 
thank Thee for that Word and pray that 
we may be of those who hide it in their 
hearts that we might not sin against 
Thee. Bless our study of the portions 
before us now that we may have more 
light and also may live more as chil- 
dren of light. Forgive us our sins and 
put far from us the darkness of evil de- 
sire ‘and wrongdoing. Send out Thy 
Gospel to+all who sit in the darkness 
of false religion or unbelief. Cleanse 
and revive Thy Church, increasing her 
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love to Christ and strengthening her to 
be faithful. Make this church and Sun- 
day school a fellowship of sincere and 
faithful Christians, blessing to many our 
testimony in this district. Be very mer- 
ciful to all who suffer from illness, in- 
firmity, or accident; and bless those who 
care for them. Guide our lawmakers 
and rulers that they may serve Thee 
and their nation wisely and well. In 
Thy time let the kingdoms of this world 
be made the kingdom of Thy dear Son; 
we ask all in His name. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Our Golden Text 
calls us to contend, or stand, for the 
faith once delivered to God’s people, 
and the very heart of that faith is set 
before us in Peter’s words about Christ 


DEATH “ro SIN 


on the cross, “who his own self bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree 
...” (1 Pet, 2:24). In this verse Peter 
stresses that Christ was our sin-bearer 
that He might be our sin-healer. 

Think of Him first as our sin-bearer. 
Picture Him on the cross and then hear 
Peter telling us what He is doing there 
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—“who his own self bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree...” 
We may not know, we cannot tell 
What pains He had to bear; 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there, 
Our dear Lord so closely identified Him- 
self with mankind that in His death He 
was our representative and our substi- 
tute; one who stood for us, suffered in 
our place, and met the demands of 
God’s holy Law against us. We cannot 
say what it cost Him, but the benefits 
of what He did are freely given us when 
we receive Him as our Saviour. Then 
our sinful past is pardoned and the way 
opened for us to a new life. 

Of that new life Peter next speaks as 
he pictures Christ as our sin-healer, 
telling us He bore our sins “that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed.” 

“He died that we might be forgiven” 
—but that was not all; “He died to make 
us good,” to cause us to die to sin and 
live a new and upright life. His death 
for sin was meant to bring us to die to 
sin. Is it doing that for you? Before 
the Lord Jesus was born, Joseph was 
told, “He shall save his people from 


REAL TEST OF THE WAGON/ 


ye DO WELL, snd 
: Ss UFFER FOR 





47, ye take it 
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their sins’—not just from the punish- 
ment they deserve, but from sin itself. 
And this He does for “his people,” for 
those who willingly yield themselves to 
be His. Have you done that? 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... when ye do well, and suffer for 
it...” (1 Pet. 2:20).—No credit from 
God or man is due the person who pa- 
tiently endures punishment for his 
wrongdoing; but when a Christian pa- 
tiently endures harsh persecution for 
welldoing, that is praiseworthy in the 
eyes of God (Matt. 5:11, 12). 

The Apostle Peter knew experimen- 
tally whereof he wrote. He was perse- 
cuted for welldoing “within an inch of 
his life,” as the world would say. (See 
Acts 12.) Later, that which the Lord 
predicted regarding Peter (John 21:18, 
19) was fulfilled, for profane history in- 
forms us that Peter was crucified. 

Considering himself unworthy of the 
privilege of being slain exactly as his 
Lord was, it is said he requested that 
he be crucified head downward—which 
favor was granted him. 


“For even hereunto were ye called 
.. 2 (1 Pet, 2:21) —A Christian might 
exclaim, “I thought I was called to the 
eternal glory of the God of all grace, by 
Jesus Christ!” The reply would be: “So 
you are .(see 1 Pet, 5:10; 2 Tim. 2:10), 
but you are also called to suffering!” 
(See Mark 8:34; John 16:33; Acts 14:22; 
Phil. 1:29; 1 Thess. 3:4.) “Yea, and all 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). 

In this important matter, Christ is our 
example—which word, according to Dr. 
Selwyn, means a “tracing” of letters for 
children to write over or to copy.. We 
are to reproduce in every stroke of 
every letter this perfect piece of writ- 
ing. “He never sinned, and no deceitful 
language was ever heard from His 
mouth. When He was reviled, He did 
not answer with reviling; when He suf- 
fered He uttered no threats, but left His 
wrongs in the hands of the righteous 
Judge” (1 Pet. 2:22, 23, Weymouth). 

The Lord Jesus Christ was absolutely 
perfect in motive, thought, word, and 
deed, yet He was called a glutton, a 
winebibber, a deceiver. They said He 
was beside Himself—in other words, 
crazy; and that He was demon possessed. 
He was misunderstood, misquoted, and 
misinterpreted. He was blindfolded, 
smitten with a rod, had the hairs 
plucked from His cheeks, and was spat 
upon. He was falsely accused. He was 
mocked with a crown of thorns, a reed, 
and a purple robe. He was murdered! 
And despite all this, He never threat- 
ened to “get even” with His persecutors, 
“As a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
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so he openeth not his mouth.” With 
such an example before us, let us sing 
with J. Maxwell: 

Let mockers scoff, the world defame, 

And-treat me with disdain; 

Still I may glory in Thy name 

And count reproach my gain. 

The Apostle Peter is nét suggesting 
that Christians by patiently enduring 
persecution can add virtue or value to 
the atoning or vicarious sufferings of 
Christ. . Nothing can _ successfully be 
added to or taken from those sacrificial 
sufferings. But we can and should fol- 
low in His steps in the matter of pa- 


tiently and silently suffering wrongfully 


for welldoing. 

“Who his own self bare our sins...” 
(1 Pet. 2:24).—Here we have the Sav- 
iour’s vicarious suffering. He and He 
alone bore the judgment of a holy God 
against our sins. “Neither is there sal- 
vation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12). 

The application Peter makes of the 
death of Christ in this passage is a very 
practical one—“that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness.” 
“That His death might be, by the power 
of it in our hearts also, our own death 
to sins, and the energy of a life now 
lived to righteousness. Let us notice 
that we have not here the doctrine of 
the Apostle Paul that we are ‘dead to 
sin’ by the cross. Here it is ‘to sins,’ the 
practical renunciation of our wills and 
ways” (Numerical Bible). : 

We are no longer sheep going astray, 
we have come to the “good,” “great,” 
and “chief” Shepherd, who not only 
cares for us, but also directs our lives 
to His glory. 

“Earnestly contend for the faith...” 
(Jude 3).—“The faith” is the entire body 
of revealed truth—the Holy Scriptures, 
in other words. Believers should ear- 
nestly contend for it against evil men 
and their evil deeds. No other revela- 
tion is to replace it, or even be placed 
on a par with it. It has once for all 
been delivered to the saints, 

Sing with the spirit and with the un- 
derstanding, Faber’s hymn: 

Faith of our fathers! living still 

In spite of dungeon, fire, and sword; 

O how our hearts beat high with joy 

Whene’er we hear that glorious word! 
Wawona, Catir. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, out of nine passages of 

Scripture taken from five books of 
the Bible, prescribed as the lesson text for 
today, I believe it is best for us to 
choose just one of the passages to think 
about. It will simplify our study and 
be more profitable than to try to cover 
them all. Let the text be 1 Peter 
2: 19-25, 
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And this will be as much a character 
study of Peter, himself, as listening to 
what he says, for after all, what one 
is and what one does, counts for more 
than what one says. At the same time 
we will bear in mind that Peter wrote 
under the direction of the Holy Spirit; 
therefore, we will be wise in accepting 
his written sayings as the very word 
of God. 

Let us also remember that Peter writ- 
ing his Epistle is a very different person 
from the Peter who talked to Jesus 
while, as one of the apostles, he ac- 
companied Jesus in His earthly minis- 
try. If you had met with Peter during 
those early “apostle days” you could 
not have trusted him. He was so im- 
pulsive, so unwise, and so wrong in his 
remarks that Jesus turned upon him and 
rebuked him sorely, saying unto Peter, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan; thou ar¢ 
an offence unto me: for thou savourest 
not the things that be of God, but those 
that be of men” (Matt. 16:23). Again, 
during the trial of his Lord before the 
high priest, Peter denied Him, saying 
to the maidservant of: the high priest, 
‘I know not the man,” swearing and 
cursing as he said it (Matt. 26:74). Of 
course you could not trust a man like 
that, whatever he might say. But Peter 


‘ sorely repented his infidelity, and under 


the ministry of the Holy Spirit became 
a transformed man. Peter is one of the 
outstanding examples of what the grace 
of God will do for a sinning man when 
that man yields himself to God com- 
pletely. The Holy Spirit marvelously 
changed Peter. 

Peter’s transformation began when, 
after he had denied his Lord, he “went 
out, and wept bitterly” (Matt. 26:75). 
That was repentance, which is always a 
necessary first step. He doubtless was 
greatly encouraged when the announce- 
ment of the risen Lord came addressed 
to “his disciples and Peter” (Mark 16: 
7), and later when Jesus commissioned 
him expressly to “feed my sheep” (John 
21:16). But the overwhelming change 
came.in Peter when on the day of Pen- 
tecost the Holy Spirit took entire pos- 
session of him. Then it was that Peter 
preached with great power and three 
thousand souls were saved. Now, in- 
stead of being a craven (following afar 
off—Mark 14:54), Peter become as bold 
as a lion and defied the powerful San- 
hedrin when he knew they could ac- 
complish his death, even as they had 
killed his Lord. 

Now, fellows, we can better appreciate 
Peter’s written word to the Jews and 
Gentiles who were new Christians, and 
learn from him some of the character- 
istics of a real Christian—a follower and 
imitator of Jesus Christ. “For this is 
thankworthy,” he writes, “if a man for 
conscience toward God endure grief, suf- 
fering wrongfully. For what glory is 
it, if, when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if 
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when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye 
take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God.” 

One of the hardest things a Christian 
has to learn is to be patient with an 
unreasonable offender. We want to fight 
back—and do fight back. But Peter con- 
tinues: “For even hereunto were ye 
called: because Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us -an example, that ye 
should follow his steps.” “A soft an- 
swer turneth away wrath: but grievous 
words stir up anger,” says Proverbs 
15:1. And some philosopher has added, 
“Anger is an emotion by which we pun- 
ish ourselves for other people’s sins.” 
The contrast here is between anger and 
patience. Anger can cause indigestion 
and sleeplessness. Some physicians say 
it can start stomach ulcers. But pa- 
tience is a virtue with a quieting effect 
—a promoter of peace. Patience is the 
only human exercise I have found men- 
tioned in the Bible as reaching perfec- 
tion. James says it: “But let patience 
have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, 
(1:4). 

Fellows, if you will let Him, the Holy 
Spirit can do for you, in you, and 
through you, what He did for Peter. 
Read his two letters in the back part 
of the New Testament. You will find 


the word “precious” occurring seven 
times. 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C.. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OTE to Teachers: This quarter, in- 
stead of learning another Scripture 
Catechism Card, we will memorize 
Psalm 15. I have not had this printed 
on a card, as the girls can learn it from 
their Bibles. It has only five verses in 
it, so there will be only a smal] amount 
to learn each Sunday, leaving time for 
review of the cards they have learned 
during the past year, “The Work of 
Christ,” “The Resurrection,” and “Sin.” 
Last quarter you girls got some good 
practice telling stories. I am hoping 
that every one of you will be a Sunday 
school teacher some day. A Sunday 
school teacher should be able to tell 
stories. She should also be able to teach 
the memory verses. A very important 
part of teaching a memory verse is to 
be sure that the pupils understand it. 
I’m sure you realize that it is easier to 
memorize something you understand, 
than something that means nothing to 
you. We teach and we learn Bible verses 
for their meaning. So each Sunday this 
quarter I ewill give one or two of you 
a short talk explaining the verse we 
are to learn the following Sunday. You 
do not need to memorize what I give 
you; it is just something to help you 
bring out the meaning of the verse to 
the rest of the class. This quarter we 





wanting nothing”: 
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are going to learn Psalm 15. Here are 
two short talks on the first verse of that 
Psalm. Who will take them? Thank 
you, Connie and Joanie. 

(Note to Teachers: A copy of one of 
the. following talks is to be handed to 
each of the girls who will give them 
next Sunday.) 

TALK 1 

Psalm 15 was written by David under 
inspiration of the Holy Spirft. In the first 
verse of this Psalm, David asks a most im- 
portant question: “Lord, who shall abide 
in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy 
holy hill?” This is a far more important 
question than who will live in Europe, Asia, 
or America, The question of where we 
are going te live forever is the most im- 
portant question we will ever settle. Those 
who go to Heaven will live there forever. 
Those who are shut out of Heaven will be 
shut out forever, The only way to get to 
Heaven is by accepting Christ as Saviour, 

TALK 2 


The first verse of Psalm 15 is: “Lord, 
who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who 
shall dwell in thy holy hill?” Notice that 
David asked the Lord this question, We 
could ask several different people, “Who, 
do you think, will be in Heaven?” One per- 
son would probably say, “Those who treat 
their neighbors right.”" Another might say, 
“Those who go to church,” Another might 
answer, “Those who help the poor,” But 
all these people would just be giving their 
own ideas, which might be right or might 
be wrong. God knows, for He is the one * 
who decides who can go to Heaven, So 
David was right to ask the Lord, “Who 
shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall 
dwell in thy holy hill?” 

Last quarter we had lessons in Acts, 
and learned a_little about what Peter 
and John did after the Lord Jesus went — 
back to Heaven. We learned something 
of the life of Paul, too. That was good 
preparation for our lessons this quarter, 
for now we are to study parts of the 
epistles written by these three meh and 
by two of the other apostles. What is 
an epistle? (A letter.) Right. Who 
wrote the greatest number of the epis- 
tles in the New Testament? (Paul.) 
Correct. The first Scripture we are go- 
ing to read today is Luke 9:28-36. Luke 
is called a Gospel because it is an ac- 
count of Jesus’ life, death, and resur- 
rection. Yet it could be called an epis- 
tle. Why? (Because Luke wrote it as 
a letter to his friend Theophilus.) Good. 

As soon as we have read these verses 
in Luke, we’ll turn to 2 Peter 1 and read 
verses 16-18 also. See what a deep im- 
pression the transfiguration had upon 
Peter! He had seen with his own eyes 
the glory of Christ, and had heard with 
his own ears the voice of God the 
Father. Girls, some day we shall see 
the glory of the Lord and hear His voice! 
Won't it be wonderful! Now turn back . 
to 1 Peter 2:19-25. Here Peter is think- 
ing of a very different scene in the life 
of the Lord Jesus. His eyes had beheld 
something of Christ’s eternal glory, also 
saw Him standing silently suffering in 
Pilate’s judgment hall. These verses 
teach us that we who are saved should 
follow our Lord’s example in this, .We 
. 
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* should be patient and uncomplaining 


when we are unjustly treated. It isn’t 
easy to be that way, but it will help us 
if we remember Him. He.suffered more 
than anyone else ever .could, yet He 
never said one angry word. Beside the 
injustice and cruelty our Saviour en- 
dured, anything we may be called upon 
to bear is small. If we take it patiently 
for His sake, then by and by, having 
shared His sufferings, we shall also share 
His glory! 

If we follow the example of our sin- 
less Lord Jesus, we will be able to do 
what Jude tells us to do. Read Jude 3. 
Christians are to contend earnestly for 
the faith. That means we should stand 
up for God’s truth, but of course in a 
gracious and Christlike way. If we are 
following Jesus as Peter told us to do, 
our stahding for His truth will have in- 
fluence with others. Remember Christ 
did no sin, and He bore patiently the 
most unjust treatment. If a girl who 
is really trying to follow Christ speaks 





aa 


Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C, Smith 
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up for Him, people will respect her, and 
she will become a soul-winner. 

Read Jude 17-19. This prophecy is 
being fulfilled. now. There are those 
who mock at spiritual things and who 
walk after their own ungodly lusts, Are 
we to\be like them? A thousand times, 
No! Read verses 20-23. We are to be 
growing Christians, praying Christians, 
and soul-winning Christians. Notice, 
some people can be won to Christ. by 
compassion, that means by showing 
them kindness and telling them of the 
wonderful love of the,Saviour who died 
for them. But others must be saved by 
fear. They must be solemnly warned 
‘of hell and judgment to come. As/we 
pray to God, He will give us wisdom 
and show us how to witness to each one. 

Now read the closing verses of Jude. 
God our Saviour is able to keep us from 
falling. Some day He will present us 
faultless before His presence with ex- 
ceeding joy. No wonder this Epistle 
ends, “To the only wise God our Saviour, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, ‘both now and ever, Amen.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ve 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Peter Remembers (Luke 9:28-36; 2 Pet. 1:17, 18) 


S THE Bible really true, or is it just a lot 
of old stories, maybe true and maybe 
not? (A minister on a local television 
station, telling some Bible stories, re- 
peatedly emphasized that they were not 
true, but fiction with a purpose, or myth- 
ical stories to explain a mysterious fact. 
Draw out from your class what the chil- 
dren have heard at home, or from chil- 
dren who attend liberal churches.) 
Who had some mail from Bible peo- 
ple this morning? (Have the messages 
prepared as letters, addressed to those 
members of the class whom you think 
most appropriate. Place letters in the 
mailbox before the class arrives. If one 
of these pupils is absent, supply that 
material from the Bible directly. And 
the letter when opened the next week 
may serve as a pivot for review.) 
The stories of the Lord Jesus are so 
important, I want to be sure they are 
true. Suppose He wasn’t God’s Son! 


‘Suppose He didn’t die for our sins and 


come to life again! Could Peter help 
us know about that? 

Dear Tom: By the goodness of our 
God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, you have 
been given faith that is as precious to 
you as to us. We did not copy clever 
made-up stories when we told you about 
the power and the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. But we saw His greatness 
with our own eyes. He received honor 
and glory from God the Father when a 
voice like this came to Him from the 
wonderful glory: “This is My dear Son. 
I am pleased with Him.” We ourselves 
heard this voice which came from 
Heaven while we were with Him on the 
holy mountain (2 Pet. 1:1, 16-18). 

Jesus Christ’s slave and apostle, 
Smvon PETER. 

Last winter we had stories from Luke, 
Were they true? 

Dear Sue: Those who from the be- 
ginning saw with their own eyes and 
helped in the preaching passed them on 
to us. I have carefully followed all 
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things back to their start. It seemed to 
me a good plan to write a continuous 
story for you, so that you may know 
for sure the truth about the things that 
you have been taught (Luke 1:2-4). 

* Dr. LUKE. 

Now let us find a story that both Peter 
and Luke told about (Luke 9: 28-36), and 
take turns reading the verses. If Luke 
got this story from someone who had 
seen it with his own eyes, who must it 
have been? (Peter, James, or John.) 
Some people think Luke interviewed 
the people who knew the Lord Jesus, 
and wrote these stories during the years 
that Paul was waiting at Caesarea be- 
fore his trip to Rome. How would Mat- 
thew and John know the truth of what 
they wrote in their Books? Mark is 
thought to have written the stories for 
Peter. So you see, they all knew what 
they were writing about, besides having 
God’s Spirit to help them. 

But what about the Old Testament 
stories? 

Dear Ralph: Keep on in the things you 
fearned and believed. From the time 
you were a baby you knew the Holy 
Writings of the Old Testament. They 
can make you wise to be saved through 
faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of 
the Bible is given by God (2 Tim. 3:14- 
16). 

Jesus Christ’s apostle, 
PAUL. 
In the first place you 
should know this: Nothing the Bible 
Says is a person’s own idea. What it 
Says never came because a man wanted 
it that way. But men were moved by 
the Holy Spirit and spoke from God (2 
Pet. 1:20, 21). 
Jesus Christ’s slave and apostle 
SImMon PETER. 

Thank you, Tom and Ralph, Sue and 
Dorothy, for sharing your letters with 
us. I hope you do not forget the story 
we read today. We'll see if you remem- 
ber something in it to answer a ques- 
tion we will have next week. There 
may ‘be a letter for you next week! 

“Jesus of Nazareth . . .-went about 
doing good” (Acts 10:38,.Memory Verse). 
Do you? 

Orono, Marne, 

* w 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1,50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


While All the Lights Are On.—Ear- 
nestly contend for the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints (Jude 3, 
Golden Text). I saw the Martin Luther 
film last Saturday night. It was being 
shown in the local town hall. It was 
good. I won new confidence in the 
Reformation, more respect for the pio- 


Dear Dorothy: 
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neer reformer, and deeper conviction’ in 
my soul. At the close of the service the 
chairman made this appeal: “While all 
heads are bowed, eyes are closed, and 
the lights are dim, just slip up your 
hand, ...” In the dark I saw Luther 
again on the screen of my mind’s eye. 
He was facing the Reichstag. Political 
and religious leaders were all about 
him. The presiding prince was calling 
him to recant his teachings. -With all 
eyes and the threat of death upon him, 
he spoke in a clear and convinced way: 
“Here I stand . .” The visionary 
screen disappeared, and I heard the voice 
from the platform again, “Just slip up 
your hand. . . .” Eyes closed and lights 
low. What would Martin Luther say to 
that? Must disciples be recruited in the 
dark? Never! Decisions must be made 
with full knowledge of their implica- 
tions ‘and possible consequences, while 
the lights are on, and the world stares, 
the crowd mocks, the state threatens, 
and the scribes frown. And on both 
feet! ‘Here I stand!—From George Blan- 
rock, in the Canadian Mennonite. Sent 
by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. Prize 
illustration, 


Trusted With Trials.—For what glory 
is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 
when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye 
take it patiently, this is acceptable with 
God (1 Pet. 2:20). Satan would fre- 
quently harass the believer in times of 
sorrow and trial by leading him to think 
that God is angry with him; that this 
is a punishment for some unknown of- 
fense. Do we not rather see from the 
Word of God that He is like a father, 
delighting to be able to encourage a son 
to undertake . . . a prolonged and toil- 
some course of study, knowing he will 
obtain honors and permanent advantage 
from his attainments? Our Heavenly 
Father delights to trust a child with a 
trial in which he can bring great glory 
to God, and through which he will re- 
ceive blessing for himself and others.— 
From J. Hudson Taylor, in the King’s 


Business. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 
A Faithful Indian Witness.—Who, 


when He was reviled, reviled not again; 
when He suffered, he threatened not; 
but committed himself to him that 
judgeth righteously (1 Pet. 2:23). Some 
years ago Kartar Singh, who helped toé 
save India to the British in the days of 
the Sepoy Mutiny, disappeared, and no 
trace of him could be discovered. Later 
it was learned that he had gone to Tibet 
to tell the story of Christ boldly in spite 
of the threat of death. Because of his 
fearless preaching they eventually car- 
ried him bodily across the border. He 
arose, smiled, and explained that he 
could never die. He followed them with 
his pleadings of love. Having otherwise 
tortured him, they killed a buffalo and 
wrapped him in its hide with only his 
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head free. When the skin dried they 
kept him in this vice in the scorching 
sun for four days without food or water. 
During this time he did not cease to 
preach Christ to all who came to sit 
and watch him die. Some were so 
deeply touched by his last words which 
were a prayer for his murderers that 
they sought for and found his Christ. Be- 
cause of his patient suffering, his faith- 
ful witnessing, and his obedience to the 
end, the light broke through that dense 
darkness and a band of earnest Chris- 
tians was the result."—From Dr. W. B. 
Anderson, in “Victory in Christ,” a re- 
port of the 1916 Princeton Victorious Life 
Conference. Sent by T. H. Glasby, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 


“He Died for Me.”—Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree (1 Pet. 2:24). As Bob Anderson 
and his buddy descended the deep shaft 
in the Cameron Coal Mine, Bob turned 
to his fellow miner and said: “Joe, I 
do not like the ‘looks of the place where 
we are working. It looks pretty danger- 
ous to me. It is your turn to go in first 
this morning, but if anything should 
happen and you are killed, you would 
be lost eternally, for you have never 
accepted my Lord Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour.” Bob insisted and went into 
the dangerous tunnel alone. He had 
barely entered when there was the rend- 
ing of timbers and the crash of descend- 
ing rocks, and Bob was buried beneath 
tons of coal and slate. Several days 
later, Joe stood by Bob’s coffin, and as 
he looked into the bruised, battered face, 
this husky Polish miner sobbed aloud, 
“He died for me. He died for me.” Not 
only did Bob die for Joe, but the Lord 
Jesus Christ died for yOu and for me.— 
From Gospel Herald. Sent by Wendell 
Phillips, Calgary, Alta., Can. 


The Unerring Shepherd.—For ye were 
as sheep going astray (1 Pet. 2:25). 
Among all the varied tribes of nature 
there could not be selected a more per- 
fect type of life liable to wander. The 
passage bird is never lost. High over 
the waves of the Atlantic it strikes a 
right path to its home a thousand leagues 
away. With unerring certainty the crea- 
ture of the forest finds a right path to 
its cave; but the sheep has no such sure 

ccuracy of self-direction. It is in nature 
a helpless, dependent thing, and but for 
its shepherd it would lose its path to the 
final shelter. Just as helpless and depend- 
ent is your soul. If you travel in the right 
path, it is not because you have an un- 
erring instinct or an unerring reason 
or an unerring sense of right, but be- 
cause you have an unerring Shepherd, 
—From G. Stanford, D.D. Sent by Nena 
T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill, 


Standing By.—And of some have com- 
passion, making a difference (Jude 22). 
A certain church official of godly life has 
a rather blunt manner, which often of- 
fends people; but, recently, an incident 
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occurred that has made some of the of- 
fended ones cease to be offended. This 
church official at much trouble to him- 
self has been standing by a converted 
drunkard. This poor man has yielded to 
the temptation to go back to his old 
ways. several times, é@specially on pay 
days. For months the church official has 
been meeting him at his work, and walk- 
ing home with him, and doing all he 
can to help the man grow strong in the 
Lord, When the minister whose church 
both men attend commended the official 
for the work he was doing, the man re- 
plied: “Pastor, someone stood by me 
when I was first converted., Thank God 
they did because I was a drunkard, too. 
Jack’s coming along fine; he will be a 
splendid Christian yet.”—Told by the 
minister. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can, 


Millions of Helpless Prisoners.—And 
others save with fear, pulling them out 
of the fire (Jude 23). One of America’s 
most shocking disasters occurred on 
April 21, 1930, when a fire broke out in 
the Ohio State Penitentiary, shortly 
after all the prisoners had been locked 
up for the night: There were 318 pris- 
oners who perished and 231 who were 
injured, most of them in their cells, 
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where they screamed and pleaded to be 
released. All these deaths were due to 
the panic or stubbornness of one guard, 
who, having the keys to the burning 
cell block, refused to use them or even 
to hand them over to other guards. 
Probably he considered it his sworn duty 
to keep all prisoners, regardless of cir- 
cumstances. Finally he was slugged and 
the keys were taken from him; but by 
that time the block was a raging in- 
ferno and most of the men had been 
roasted alive. When I. read of this in- 
cident again just recently, I had to seek 
seclusion with God for a few hours. As 
never before I saw the souls of millions 
locked in their cells of sin, with the 
fires of hell already licking at their 
doors.—Adapted from a release of Back 
to the Bible Broadcast. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


SN’T it fun to make believe? Shall 

we make believe today? All right, 
then, here we go! Let’s get into our 
make-believe space ship, fasten our 
safety belts—click, click—and zoom, 
away we go! Back, back, back a hun- 
dred years, two hundred, three hundred, 
two thousand years—and to the land 
where the Lord Jesus lived when He 
was here on earth. 

How different everything looks! There 
are no paved roads, only dirt ones, There 
are no automobiles. There is not a bus. 
No trains, no airplanes. Oh, things are 
surely different, here in this land of long 
ago! Your name is John. My name is 
James, (We are making believe, re- 
member.) Together with Peter, we are 
climbing up a mountain with the dear 
Lord Jesus. Isn’t it thrilling ‘to see God’s 
dear Son with our very own eyes? 

“Think of it, men,” perhaps Peter is 
saying, “we have seen miracles! [I'll 
never forget how the Lord Jesus fed 
those five thousand men—besides the 
women and children—with only five lit- 
tle loaves and two small fishes. Oh, I 
tell you, as I’ve said before, He is the 
Christ of God, all right! I surely do 
love Him. We never know what we 
are going to see next, do we? This is 
an exciting life. But I’m glad for these 
times when we can be alone with Him 
to pray in the mountain.” 

It’s a pretty hard climb and we are 
pretty busy with our thoughts. But 
Peter usually does the talking for all of 
us. So we let him talk on and on, Some- 
times we listen. Sometimes we do not, 
Finally we get to our destination and we 
sink down rather exhausted. But, look! 
The Lord Jesus is praying. And He asks 
us to pray, too. So each of us begins 
to pray. Once, when I looked over at 
you, I noticed that you had fallen asleep. 
I don’t wonder, for we have all been 
busy and we are tired, Peter is asleep, 


— " - . ee . . 
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too! I yawn...and... all of a sud- 
den, I wake up with a start and all three 
of us cry, “What is that?” 

The Lord Jesus looks different! He 
has been changed! His face is shining 
as the sun! His clothes are white—daz- 
zling white! The brightness of His face, 
the whiteness of His clothes is not from 
the sunshine. It is different from that. 
It comes from within Him. The Lord 
Jesus. Christ is changed (transfigured)! 
We are seeing it with our own eyes! 

Look! Listen! There are two other men 
with Him. He was alone when we went 
to sleep. One is Moses. One is Elijah. 
We all know them at once, though we 
have never before seen them. How? 
I don’t know. But we do! We know 
them, though they lived long ago before 
we were ever born. Oh, if only we had 
stayed awake so that we could have 
heard all that they said. Apparently 
they have been talking about the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s leaving this earth. They 
conclude that He will .“accomplish” it 
at Jerusalém. (Dear Teacher, Is it not 
glorious to think of the death of our pre- 
cious Saviour as His accomplishment? 
For this cause He came into the world. 
No man took His life from Him, He laid 
it down of Himself. Think on these things. 
What & gold mine of truth lies in the 
record, “Who appeared in glory, and 
spake of his decease which he should 
accomplish at Jerusalem”! Luke 9:31.) 

Flash! Moses and Elijah are gone! 
Peter exclaims, “Master, it is good for 
us to be here: and let us make three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Elias” (v. 33). But 
Peter does not know what he is saying. 
None of us can think, really. Every- 
thing has happened so quickly that we 
cannot know what to say. Look at this 
cloud coming down on us! It is dark. 
I’m afraid! 

Listen! A voice! “This is my beloved 
Son: hear him” (v, 35). With our own 
ears we hear God’s voice. Looking 
back from the vdice to the Lord Jesus, 
we see that He is again changed. This 
time He looks exactly as we had al- 
ways before known Him. But we 
had only a few minutes before seen 


Him transfigured. Somehow we know. 


that though He may suffer, though 
He may die, He will have great glory 
afterward. The Lord Jesus has seen the 
joy that is yet before Him. What a 
miracle this has been! Never will we 
forget it. Truly the Lord Jesus is the 
Son of God. We have seen His glory. 
and some day we shall be like Him! 


LANCASTER, PA, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 492) 

1, Two—his two epistles. 

2. There is a difference of opinion as 
to whether he is Judas (Lebbaeus) the 
apostle, or Judas the half brother of 
JéSus, 
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¥. Peter’s Letter was written to the 
Christian Jews scattered throughout 
Asia Minor (1 Pet, 1:1). The destina- 
tion of Jude’s Letter is unknown, 


4. The servant-master relation (2:18). 


5. It is the same Greek word as 
“grace.” 


6. In their exemplary (vs. 21-23) and 
redemptive (vs, 24, 25) aspects, 


7. They are unique in their redemp- 
tive aspect. 


8. Verse 23 (Isa. 53:7); verse 24 (Isa. 
53:4, 5); verse 25 (Isa. 53:6). 


9. In the sense of the body of truth 
which is the content of our faith. 


10. Contend for it (v. 3); apply it for 
our own upbuilding (v. 20); propagate 
it (vs, 22, 23). 

ELMuurstT, ILL. 
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The Hawaiian Tour 
(Continued from page 489) 


President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, will send on request an 
attractive illustrated folder giving all 
details and costs. Mr. Jaeger will ac- 
company the party, on the entire tour. - 


The Alaska tour, sponsored for sixteen 
years by the Times, is scheduled for 
July 2 to July 27. A card to Mr. John 
W. Lane, Jr., Associate Editor, who will 
accompany this tour, will bring an illus- 
trated folder. 
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Notes on the Gospel of Luke 
(Continued from page 489) 


statement by Jesus of His personal deity. 
He had sent the ten lepers to the priests 
in Jerusalem to perform the sacrifices 
that the Law prescribed for lepers (Lev. 
13, 14). There in the Temple, if any- 

here, could they, and would they, have 
praised God for their healing. What 
follows is a commentary on our Lord’s 
earlier words, “But I say unto you, That 
in this place is one greater than the 
temple” (Matt. 12:6). 

One leper only returned to give glory 
to God, to worship God in the person of 
Jesus Christ, and for this he was com- 
mended by Jesus. “He ... glorified 
God, and fell down .,. at his feet, giv- 
ing him thanks” (Luke 17:15, 16). This 
was the attitude of worship, and the 
word eucharizo (“give thanks”) is in 
the New Testament invariably used, as 
far as one can judge, of thankful wor- 
ship of God—“I thank my God upon 
every remembrance” (Phil. 1:3); “With 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God” (Phil. 4:6); “He took 
bread and gave thanks” (Luke 22:19). 
The word for “thank” in human rela- 
tionships is different, as in verse 9 of 
this chapter, “Doth he thank [charin, 
favor] that servant?” and in Luke 6:32, 
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33, 34, “What thank [charis] have you,” 
“to what thanks [charis] are you en- 
titled?” 

To this worshiper, Jesus said, “Arise, 
... thy faith hath made thee whole” 
(Luke 17:19). The faith exhibited by 
the ten in starting to go to Jerusalem 
to fulfill the law of the lepers even be- 
fore they were healed, was rewarded 
by their bodily healing. The faith of 
this Samaritan, in recognizing God in 
Christ, was evidently further rewarded 
by the forgiveness of his sins at the word 
of Him who alone could forgive sins. 

Thus the Lord said to the woman with 
the issue of blood, “Thy faith hath made 
thee whole; go in peace [of forgiveness]” 
(Luke 8:48), and, “Be whole of. thy 
plague” (Mark 5:34). To the sinful, but 
not sick, woman of Luke 7 He said, “Thy 
faith hath saved thee [from sin, not sick. 
ness]; go in peace” (v. 50); and, in John 
5:14, to the impotent man, “Behold, thou 
art made whole: sin no more.” 

This identification of Jesus with God 
in Luke 17:18 is confirmed: three verses 
later. The Pharisees asked of Christ 
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when the Kingdom of God should come. 
He said in reply, “The kingdom of God 
is within [right here among] you” (v. 
21). That is just what the grateful leper 
believed. and stated by his worship of 
Christ Jesus, 

(To be continued) 


ys 
A Disastrous Fire 


N MONDAY, April 23, Eccleston 

Hall, London, which for many years 
had housed the Scripture Gift Mission, 
was destroyed by fire. Writing to a 
friend in America, Mr. C. Ashley Baker, 
secretary of the Scripture Gift Mission, 
said: 





Your personal gift, which speaks of 
your true fellowship in the Lord, will 
be used, with many similar gifts, to 
reproduce some of the copies of the 
Word of God which were totally de- 
stroyed by fire. Many thousands of 
pounds’ worth of Scriptures in 200 lan- 
guages disappeared within an hour. 
There were 51 of us busy in the build- 
ing at the time, and with hardly any 
warning, there was a severe gaS ex- 
plosion, and within a few moments the 
whole building was aflame from end 
to end. . . . Whilst we were able to 
salvage our mailing list, practically all 

‘ else has been destroyed, including all 
the precious files patiently built up 
over many years, which formed the 
working tools of our Translations De- 
partment. 

The London City Mission has given 
us shelter, and we have had to put our 
workers in three other places also. ... 
if the Lord wills, in two years there 
will probably be a more modern build- 
ing on the Eccleston Hall site. 

Prayer is requested, that God’s people 
will make up the great loss, records may 
again be put in order, and that the Mis- 
sion may soon be operating fully at new 
quarters. The temporary address is the 
Scripture Gift Mission, 6 Eccleston 
Street, London, SW 1, England. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 1 


1. Abraham, God’s Friend 
(Gen, 12:1-4a; 18:1-8; Jas. 2:23) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
OR five successive weeks the topics 
for our young people’s prayer meet- 
ings will bring us outstanding Bible 
characters. 
the lives of these men, not merely as 
interesting biographies, but with the re- 
alization that what we find recorded 
about them “happened unto them for en- 
samples: and they are written for our ad- 
~ 


It is important that we study ° 
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monition, upon whom the ends of the 
world [ages] are come” (1 Cor. 10:11). 

But, lest some of us may be tempted 
to think of these men of the Bible as 
being endowed with special gifts and | 
qualities to which we may never: hope 
to attain, let us not forget that they were 
“men of like passions” with ourselves 
(Acts 14:15). They deserve abundantly 
the high tributes that the Word of God 
gives them, but we need also to see and 
understand that God is willing to do for 
us and ‘in us just as great things as He 
did for Abraham and Samuel and David 
and John and Luke, if we will give Him 
the same opportunity that these men 
gave Him. 

ve 

God’s Word speaks of Abraham as a 
man of faith and as a “friend of God.” 
Yet there were times when Abraham 
failed God, and hindered or delayed 
what God would have done in his life. 
You will recall that at the start of God’s 
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dealings with him, ‘Abraham was told 
to get out of the country in which he 
was living—Ur of the Chaldees—to get 
away from his kindred and from his 
father’s house, and to journey to a land 
that. God would show him (Gen, 12:1). 
Abraham obeyed, but not completely. He 
took his father, Terah, with him, and 
also his brother’s son, Lot. As a result 
God’s dealings with Abraham to bring 
him into the land of Canaan were 
stalled until Terah, his father, died 
(Gen, 11:31, 32). 

Furthermore, Lot became a constant 
source of difficulty and trial to Abra- 
ham, and it was not until Abraham had 
parted from his nephew that he found 
relief from complications of this partial 
obedience. Have there been times in 
your life when God could not do for you 
all that He had in His heart, because 
you were not completely obedient, and 
wanted your OWn way in part or sought 
to hold on to some of the things of the 
old life from which God has wanted to 
separate you? 

we 

Then you will remember that there 
were two occasions on which Abraham 
failed to trust God’s ability or willing- 
ness to provide for his material needs 
and to undertake for him in times of 
difficulty. On each occasion (Gen. 12: 
10-20 and Gen. 20: 1-18) Abraham stooped 
to deception, thinking thus to escape 
trouble. On both occasions he was put 
to shame by an unbeliever. 

ve 

In the great tests, however, Abraham 
came forth as pure gold. When he had 
the opportunity to assert his rights as 
the head of hissfamily and the elder of 
his nephew Lot, he chose to step aside and 
let Lot have first choice so that there 
might be no strife between them (Gen. 
13: 1-11). 

When Abraham went to the rescue of 
his nephew Lot, who had been captured 
by Chedorlaomer and his allies and had 
an opportunity to obtain great spoil as 
a reward, he refused, preferring to trust 
God for his material blessings (Gen. 14). 

After God had fulfilled His promise of 
a son and heir and Isaac was born, He 
then told-Abraham to take that son to 
the place of sacrifice and offer him there 
for a burnt offering (Gen. 22). Abraham 
dared to believe that God would some- 
how make a way of escape and keep 
the promise He had made to him that 
a great nation would come into being 
through this son. He went so far as to 
prepare the altar and lay the wood, 
and to put his son upon the altar and 
raise the knife, trusting God even to the 
point of raising Isaac from the dead if 
necessary. 

ve 

God may never ask of us such tests 
as those to which He put Abraham. But 
God does ask us to trust. Him implicitly 
for material blessings as well as for 
spiritual blessings. The area in which 
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He may be testing your faith just now 
may be that of trusting Him to guide 
you in your choice of suitable Christian 
companionship; or im your choice for a 
life partner; or in finding the particular 
life work that He wishes you to enter. 
Are you willing to believe God, even 


when circumstances seem to point in the 
~ 


opposite direction? Are you willing to 
put in His hands the most precious pos- 
session that you have, trusting Him to 
preserve it for you, if it is His will, or 
to make some other provision if this is 
not the thing that would bring you the 
greatest blessing? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
vg 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 25 to July 1 


Mon.—Hebrews 13:16-24. 
The God of Peace. 


PRAYER SucGcesTions: “The God of 
peace.” God is the author and giver 
and maintainer of peace. Only those 
who receive the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, and as the joyful governor of 
life, can enter upon a life of peace. All 
His paths are peace and ways of pleas- 
antness. Obedience to His holy will, as 
revealed in His Commandments, en- 
ables the Christian to have peace that 
passeth all understanding. Obedience 
always shows itself in delight in the 
Word, pleasure in prayer, hearty thanks- 
givings, in the endurance of chastise- 
ments, the ready forgiveness of injuries, 
and confession of faults and sins. Are 
you walking in the way of peace? Pray 
for Montrose Bible Conference, Mont- 
rose, Pa. 


Tues.—Hebrews 2:10-15. 
Perfect Through Suffering. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Perfect through 
sufferings.” Our Lord while here in the 
flesh passed through every form of test- 
ing. As someone has well said, “Christ 
went over all the road of life, and left 
a blessing at every difficult place for 
the encouragement and comfort of His 
followers.” He knows our sorrows every 
one; and bore our griefs as well; He 
tasted death for every one, to save our 
souls from hell. He feels all our woes. 
All trials He has endured. Let us take 
whatever He may give as a blessing in 
disguise. Pray for Gull Lake (Michi- 
gan) Bible and Missionary Conference. 


Wed.—1 Peter 5:8-14. ~ . 
The God of All Grace. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The God of all 
grace.” The Father is the fount of all 
grace. The Spirit is the dispenser of 
grace; and the Lord Jesus is the bringer 
of grace. “Grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.” The Holy Ghost is the 


Spirit of grace. The Father is the giver 
of all grace (1 Pet. 5:10; Heb. 10:29; 
John 1:17). There are degrees of grace: 
great, manifold, all-abundant, all-suffi- 
cient, glorious, Its benefits are immense, 
incalculable, and readily available (Heb. 
4:16). Pray for Rumney Bible Confer- 
ence, Rumney, N. H. 


Thurs.—2 Peter 3:14-18. Grow in Grace. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Weigh well 
Peter’s parting words. It sets forth the 
greatest need of Christian believers. As 
heirs of the grace of God we should be 
established in it, and stronger in it day 
by day. These spiritual benefits come 
to us as we live in the Word, walk in the 
light of the Lord, and observe Philip- 
pians 4:6. Are you growing in grace? 
Do you speak and sing with grace in 
your heart? Pray for the Tri-State Bible 
Conference, Port Jervis, N. Y. 


Fri.—Jude, verses 7-24. 
Able To Keep You. 


PRAYER Succestions: “Able to keep 
you from falling, and to present you 
faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy.” Spiritual security, 
and a blessed welcome to your everlast- 
ing home by your Saviour, can be missed 
if you fail in the grace of God. There 
is grace enough to keep you at all times 
and in all places and under all circum- 
stances. Christ’s grace is all-sufficient 
(2 Cor. 12:9). Grace will insure joyful 
reception by the Lord when you enter 
Heaven. Pray for Harvey Cedars Bible 
Conference, Harvey Cedars, N. J. 


Sat.—Revelation 1:4-18. The Living Lord. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I am he that 
liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the 
keys of hell and of death.” Very few 
of us believers seem to be really aware 
of what Jesus said to John on Patmos. 
If we were, we would be down in humil- 
iation and adoration at His pierced feet; 
and would then have our best prepara- 
tion for witness and service. Pray for 
Winona Lake Bible Conferences, Winona 
Lake, Ind. 


Sun.—Revelation 3:14-22, 
The Light of the World. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I counsel thee 
to... anoint thine eyes with eye- 
salve, that thou mayest see.” God is 
the only source of light. All natural 
and spiritual life originates with 
Himself. In the wisdom of God we 
all have enough light for present 
duty. If we walk in that light we 
shall have more light: but if we do 
not, darkness will blind our eyes. The 
light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God can only be seen by us in the 
face of Jesus Christ. The nearer we 
are to Him, the brighter life’s pathway 
grows. Pray for Stony Brook Bible 
Conference, Stony Brook, L. I, N. Y. 
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